[Prognostic value of the reaction to steroids in the treatment of acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children].
Relationship between the result of therapy in 48 cases of the acute lymphoblastic leukemia in childhood and character of response to corticosteroids, classified according to BMF group, has been assessed. Follow up period ranged from 13 to 75 months (mean 36 months, median 39 months). In was found, that the probability of survival free from any events, probability of complete remission persistence, and probability of survival after diagnosis have been statistically significantly higher in the group of patients with positive response to corticosteroids in comparison with patients non-responding to these agents. However, there was no significant difference in the number of recurrencies with the involvement of CNS. Authors share the opinion that their results confirm an opinion of Riehm et al. that the response to corticosteroids is of prognostic value in the acute lymphoblastic leukemia in childhood.